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Chauc«r ilod ta n<><» Noarly »ve hundred
>-".,is have gone by Blnce tlm: date, and i: is not

unt-l the preaent time that the complote body "f

his worka has been broughl out under the euper-
vlsi'.n of i'.i .,<icompHahed acholkr. Thta i-om-

paratlve neglect ol one r the roui graateat poeta
,.f ..ur literature Ifl perhapa .¦« teatlmony "f Itaelf
to the rkhneea o* .1 literature arhlch could afford
to neglect Mn; bul II la alao evldenee of th- linta
Intereal wMch ihe RngHsh-apealcIng ra« haa un-

tll lately taken in Ita earller authora Had Chau-
cer been a Oerman, the trouble tu>w woold i"t

have been with tbe lach of edltora of his works.

but with their ex, cssive numl.-i.
Nol l.ut what there have been many edltlonfl

whieh porpotl lo furnlah .» complet« collecUoa
cf the poet'a productlone. Perhape it is falr to

mv of all Of thei.i that In ev.-ry eaM they pOBBBBB
value of a certaln gort Been the poorest of

them-thai or 1-21. whieh goea under Ihe name

of rrry's-has i«"mo clalm I.nflideratlon. But

the praatnl b Um Owt tlme UmiI " complete text

of the auth ir haa been mad- ap fwm <« careful
examlnatloa and comparlaon of tha beal iranu-

Bcrlpti. and has had broughl to Ita rectlflcatlon
the reawurcea of Bpeclal Inveettgatlon and w..le

«. h,,iarshii>. It is therefor.- emlnently flttlng thal
su.-h an edltlon should recelve ., acrutlny an.l a

fegraa of attentlon whi.-li arould be oul ,H place
applled t.. Ineomplete edltlona, however ex »llent,
whlch havo been dealgned to anawer only partlal
need.*.
No .".nnil sharc of the present work. lt is nuo,

has boon already before the publlc for a longer
sr Bborter pertod. Much of it is little else -.han a

repraductlon, both as regarda text and commen-

tary. of Ibe varloua excellenl achoolbouka whlch
have been broughl onl from tlme to tim.* by ibe
;,r-s' ni edltor. The mtn<>r poema have * ap-
pearel. as well as many of Chaucer'fl more im-

portanl producllonn st:n there Ib b good fl«al
.f the "Canterbury Talea." whieh haa mei wlth
but little attenli'.n from any "ne sin.v the daya
r.f Tyrwhitt; and belonglng to thls neglect, 1 por-
Hon is much of the poet'a moBl cbaracterlBtlc
work. Furthermore. bul acanty labor has hlthera
to been spent in produclng fl sailsf.iot 11 y UXI

r»f "TrollUB and Crlaejrde." Nor muat it be ln-

lorrad that Ihe t<x;s whlch Profeaaor Bkeal haa

already publiahed have nol undergone i.icam-

mation and revlsi-n. in every cara they doubt-
le?s represent in Ihelr preaent form the latert
results whieh the edltor haa reached.
suil. so large a ahara of this work. both lexl

and COmmenUry, has already been so long before

ihe publi.' that ti.e who.e body of Bcholarfl has

had ampl" opportunlty and leisuie to become BC-

nuainted with ProtfMMf Skeats mei its and de-

feots as an editor. ln regard to both. there is

.ubstantia! unanimity of oplni-.n. It hardly reeds
to be said that ihe nurits far OUtWelgh the ,le-

rects. lt is desirable to emphasize thla fact at

the outeet, becauw in the notice of a crltlcal edi-

tlon whlch asplres to bc a deflnltlve one. it is

the defects that must ro.-e ve special attentlon;
»nd the amount of space necessarily given up to
the consideratk.n of these has a tendency to mis-

lead the reader into attaching t<> them an Bllo-
pa ber disproportionate Importance. No one cer¬

talnly will dispute the tltness in many wajrfl "f

Professor Skeat for the task he has taken upon

himself. He has been a long and falthful Btudent
of our early spe-.h. He has to a large extent
made the literature of the Mlddle Bngllah perlod
his ,,wn. He ther-fore brlngB tO tiu- WOI* «f dlt-
ng Chaucer many quallflcations of the flrst order.
He is especlally famlllar with the languaKe of the

fourteenth o-ntury. This be has become. not only
by the general nature of his UngttlBtlC BtOdlea,
but by the oonetant neceaalty whlch baa ¦.b im-

poaed upon hlm of deallng wi'h i; in detall In
the ntimerotis t-xts he has ahly edlted. UpOO tfce

h oxptanatlon af diffiouit pagoagai and ubaenre
¦ allusions contalned la them. he has spent yeara
"of resear.h. This pn.Umlnary preparation haa

naturally fltted him to han.lle with spe. .al knowl¬

edge the numeroua Hngnlatlc queationa that nec-

essarily aris. in "tinc ti.-n with th'- text "f

Chauccr.
Nor has Prafeaoi Bkeat, moreover, ralled upon

hia own unas. isted efforta. He has In no BM

BOglecl. 1 t" avail himself of the aid of othera
who have been laborlng in Ihe MHM Hei'l. F*TB
artliles OT treatis-s that deal direetly or ramote-
ly with the text of ,'h.in t bave BBCnped I'.is at¬

tentlon. While most of what n-w work *hat has
been done ls due to hla own Indwpendent lnv»atl-

gatlon. he frequently gies out of his way lo ex¬

press his obligations to oth-rs. He doea it in¬

deed on occasions wh«-n there seems llttle raa-

»on foi- any acknowledgment. Wllh ihe bu*
milily of the true Kbolar he begs leave. to BM

his own worda, "to dtedalm any merit. not doubt-
ing that most of what I have said may very ke-

ly have been sald by others and said better"; anl

he add_t what he is undoubtedly Justllled ln de-
claring. that he lias "often found it lem trouble-
some to COnauH orlglnal authorities for myself,
than to hunt up what others have sai I relatl.e
to Ihe passagc under ronsldeiatlon."

In the light of Profess.-r Skeafs general prac-
tlce, tho apologeti.- explanatlon Just QUOted
mlght fairly be deemed to carry to exceOfl the
modesty of genulne s.holarship. As a s ,rt of
correctlve to thls. it is gratlfylng. therefore. to

be able to polnt out a partial except 1 »n to thls

profusion of acknowledgment of anlvewal obilga-
tlon. 1 trust I shall not be gecuaed of OVentep-
ping the bounds «.f legitimate crltl. ism when I
rcmark that nothing In the flrst three *-olume» of
this work has impr-ssed me more than Ihe s>dici-
toua care wlth whl.-h Professor Skeat l-frairis

from mentioning my Pnxaam, when it can decently
he avoidod, nnlea it ho to eonple it with a |up-
poaed error I have made or to <avil at some vlew

I have taken. This statement Is in no sense fuo

of the flnal volumes; and even in the CBM t ihe

first three there is plenty tr. show that what I

have written. though untnentionel. has nol been
overl-.oked. Indeed. as 1 turn over the pn_.es f

the flrst half f this valuable work I am ¦onsi.iiit-

ly comforted by the raflectkW that though lost lo

alght. I Htill remaln lo memory dear. Profeeaor
Sk.-at does not hesitate to adopt my facts or to

accept my eoncluslons. even when he i« most

car-ful to refraln from mentioning my mme in

connectlon with them. His arguments are <. a-

rtonally directed to eontrovert something whieh
I have aaid. ev.-n wh-n not re.'erring :.. me ;:s

havlng sald it. Modiflcatio'. .f oplnloa prevl vjsly
expresse.l by him ..r unlversaliy expreaaed by
othera can be found ln seveial llMtancea'nn bis

pagea, and ihey are ln ac .rd wlth the views I
have put forth. I do not wish l" l.unlen Hm liti-
ciam of the work with peraonal mal'.u in v.'.ii. h
the publlc can take l.ut llttle inteiesl. BUI] il
would be rtlstinetly unfair to make asseitlons of
thla klnd without brlnglng forward some BOrt ,.f
evldenee ln thelr support. There are a number
of inatances that mlght be clted. but I wlll COaftlM
myself to two, one eo_M_in_ad wlth the .Ife of the
poct, and the other with the text of hli* wrltlngs.
Ever alnce the dlacoveiy of the Scrope and Clros-

venor roll. lt has been known that CBBmtmt took

part in the last laVMlO_| "f Fran-e bf Kdward
111. Retters i» a plac-e at whlch the poet in hla
depofliticn mentiona hls baving been preaent. No
town wlth such a name now exla'.ir. The common

atatement ln regard u it haa been that lt .,iu .1 be
Retiera in Rrltanny. Thla haa been the vl*w reg-
ularly taken by thoae who have male any at¬

tempt to ttx deflnltely the site of the pla e. In

the flrst volume ..f my "Studlea ln Chan-er''

(p. u.), 1 denled that the generally accepted 1. Ilef

could be true. All that I then felt Juatifl.d ln

aaylng about the point ln question WM ihat the

place was unknown. but that il could not k# Re¬

tiera ln Brltanny. for the army of Edwar.l III

waa at the tlme speclfled fully two hundred miira

from t!.< apot. Bubeequently in tbe xppendix
(vol. iii. p. ttS) l waa enabled to aeoert pooltlvely
that there could i" llttle doubt tbal tbe plnce was

Rethel, ln the preoenl departmenl of -rdennea
it was the fir-'t tlme lhal any atatemenl i¦» Ihla
effecl had over been made. l could of courae have
.me upon the knowledge of th.- tmth by e< ;-

dent. As a matter Of fact, ll C «l ii]£ -OBie pi ns

,11 eaamlnlng th.- old French chronlclea In order
to aacertaln It, end ihereby roir_ct tbe en-oi of

prevloua bl igrapbera. Profeaaor Bkeat c mcura In
the reaulta i reached. He remembera to rcoord
the Iriformatlon conununlcated. He r-mem&eri
to forgel the peraon Who communlcated it.

The other example i.j concerned wlth Ihe emen-

datlon of the text ln the "Parllaraenl ->f Fowla"
ln all modern edltlona oocur, In the deacriptlon
glven of the varloua blrda, lhe followlng lines:

The swallow, mordrer <>t the b-.-s smalo.
Th-.t maken hoaey of flowera freah of hew.
/.-.*.. however, is n»t found In ¦ single manu-

¦crlpt. Keven of the thirt**en prtated read fotrlfn,
ai.d one its equivalent, briAAfA, that is. "Wrda"
To repreaenl the -rwgllow nt- the murderer ol
Mi'l-. Whlch birdg also make honey, waa nltnost

aggreoetvely nbeurd, aml In aplte of the wigh; "f

authorlty in favor of the readlng. was manlfeetly
Incorrect. Th»- single remalnlng manuacrlpl read
/T./rv. "fliea." Thnt waa aiso lhe word found in

the earlier Mack-tetter edltlona till the follo of
Ifigl. Th-n aml there '*<"< waa aubetltuted In its

place. Though the genulneneea of hm was made
gueplcloui "ii llterary grouadabythe addltton In
the llne followlng of the oomewbal unneceeaary
Informatlon that they WOW In th- habll "f maklng
honey, the word was hecepted nnd remalned in
all eubeequenl edltlona Por Inetance, ln lltt
Profeaaor Bkaal broughl oul a volume contalnlng
th.- "Mlnor I'oem.-." ln whlch ihe "Parllamenl of
Powla" was Included. ln it he ndhered lo th.*

readlng whi.h lad been In use alnce 1S41. Mo

appended, Indeed, lo the lln.nulnlng it the

followlng foot-note: "Beea mual be rlght; bul

there ie no auth..rity for II excepl thal of the

black-letter edltlonai thus. ed. 1W1 haa Beea"
Here agaln I polnted oul tn my "f-tudiea ln Chau-
cei" (vol i.. p. 1-8) thal '".." wai certalnly wrong

aa well as unauthorlaed; that the readlng fpe*
of the earlier black-letter edltlona was com 't.
aml to prove it quoted two paeeagea from Chauci r

blmaelf one from the Pari »n*i tgle end the other
from the tranalatlon of Boethlue.to the effecl
that beea were then ealled fllea which made
honey. In Profeeeor Bkeafa preaenl edlti.-ii (.Ira
now makea Ita appearance, bul with nothlng be-

yond the mere eaaurance thal lt ls "the rlgbt
readlng"; nnd tbe brlefeat of referencea followa
to the same panagea I had already quoted.

..-,,]. be it from me. of lUrae, to Inalnuate that

Profee* r Bkeat'e knowledge of the fa ta i have
just mentloned, or of otbera i could mentlon, waa

,i<-iiv.-d from me. They were preeumably am mg
thus.- inatancea In whi.-h. as h.* aays, he found it

](«. troubleoome t.. conaull ..riginai authorltli a for

hlmaelf than to hunl up what .-th.-rs have aald
retatlve to the paaaage under conelderatlon. Btlll
his lllence in regard to any ronnectlon of m!:ie

witli facti which I was th- tirst to note or vlewe

whi.h I was th- flral t" i»-_t forth naturally
forcee its,lf upon my attention when contraated
with the fairly effusive way in whi.h he a

knowledge.- his obUgatloni io Teutonic echolara
Tak** for lllustratlon the old polni *'f Ih- nltera-

tion. without the sligbt<*st authorlty, "f .'""" to

rrmv in the "Book of the Ducheea." "Of the

-raatont-On Ol this llne." he writes. "I sh'.ul 1 h.ive
had aome reaaon to hv pr..ud; »>ut i flnd that Ten
Hrink (who seems !<. miss nothlng) hns nnti.-i-

pated me." My own peraonal opinlon in thla
eaae is that Profeeaor Bkeal would have been

jusilfie.i in feelinK much proudei if he had re-

frained from maklng any em.-niiBtion a: all, an.l

li.i i ontented himself with 'oaving th- text 11

accordlng to uii cxisting authorltlee, Chauoer
wrote it.
At bottom, however, t-u-se are matten of llttle

Importance, and in his later volumee Profeeaor
Skeat haa glven nn- all th- credlt I could aak,
and very llkei* more Iban I deeerve. Th- honor
of prlofity in dlacoveiing a fact lure lo be dle-
coverad, and "f maklng an ernendatlon certaln
aome tim.* to be made, is not, ln truth, f i kind
aboul whlch one need feel any undue exaltatl n.

Bo l nx aa tne iight i¦ suit la reached, II mattera

eomparatlvely llttle by wha: meana oi tin >ugh
wh .¦¦. agen y lt is reached, There are fai graver
defecta than these, whlch blnder this work fi on

belng regarded aa an Ideal edltlon >f Chaucer,
though they mual n t i"- coiuitrued Into ... denlal
,,f its general excellence. Btlll it would be ,-..-

proper in expreeeing a ciitlcal ,udgmen( t-. paea
them over iii sil-nc-. I'nfair it would obvloualy
i,.- tn dwell on llttle overalghta and nal mai ln-
gccuraclee in mattera ol no eeeentlal Importan -

Beveral of theae I haVe noted; bul laps-s of bu. h
a kind are almoai Inevltable in a work "f this

magnltode, in whlch it ;*< prectlcally Impoaalbli
i.. keep ti.- attention inatwntly tix-i np >n i

of detall. Their appearance doea n..t detracl
from 'h.- real valu*- of whal hai been ac m-

pllshed, and Indeed ll la rarely that lt mMead-
The faulta to whlch attentl ;« now to b, ealled
are eith'-r auch as cbaracterlxe the general ircat-
ment, «.r are the results of vlewa dellberately
adopted ani sealooaly malntalned.

I hav- said elaewbere that f M th*- edltlng of
Chau. er there ls noi d'-man.le.l merely th<- pe 'lal
learning of the giammarlan. or th<- general learn-
Ing of the Kholar, bul even in a hlgh-r degree
the CUltlvated taste .,f ihe man of letters. It was

the possestdon of this last quallflcatlon Whlch
gave Tyrwhltt his promlnen-e and rendera his

opinion*- as an edltor still nec-ssary t" he ui-

fldered, in spite of the vast advan-e whi.h I'ng-
lish soholar. hip has made aim-e his tlme. It ia ln
this last r-ualifl-ation that Profeeaor Bkeet most

aignally falls. On the llterary -jide he l« as weak
as on the Hngulltlc B-de he is strong. This may
siem a hard saying to utter of a man who began
his career as an author by maklng a tranalatlon
and hy no means i had tranalatlon.
of poems of Vhland. and who to this very day r-e-

canlonally <iiops Into verse in the eoiumns of the
London weeklleo. H is probable that th*- at.-- irb-
ing attention pald t" llnguletk* detall hai t.. aome

extent Impalred, as it often does, literary appre-
eiatlon. That lUCh at any rate has been tlie re-

suit it Is not Ukely that any one who conalderi
the exampi-s t be furnlahed wlll i.e diapoeed to

deny. Before giving these, however, it 1- deelra-
hle to bring out pnuniiientiy a general tendency
whlcb is just now cbaracterlslng th- stud\* "f

("haueer.
No itudenl of llterary hlsl "> is Ukely i forgel

how Shakspeare waa edi.e.l in lhe last .eiitiny.
Prom Pope to Btevena nnd even later. his llnea
were pui through all manner "f mangttng proc-
eeeei t.mpel them to conform lo lhe modela
whlcb the metrical vlrttn "f th" elghteenth cen¬

tury had eel up vVorda were added, or worda
w-ie dropped, in order ." preoerve th.- perfeel
regularity whi-h was held to be tin* ItnperatJve
requlremeni *.f Knglish herolc .erae. BomeUmea,
Indeed, other wordi were made t.. take the place
vt thone found iii the original text -fVe w. ro

preaented wi'h Bhakapeare chaetened nml purt-
fled, hle lrregularltlee correcled, bla Imperfectlom
Biipplled; with Bbakepeare, in flne, nol .-.s be
was. but as in the eyes ..f p-iri.-t* he ought to be.
Theee omlM-ona and Interpolatlone and altera-

tionaan* in general M-otnfuiiy rejected hy modern
editors of Bhakxpeare. Bven the duiiest nf them

piefers the poet :n the garb in Whlch he haa heen
handed down b. Itnperfect transmi.-sion t-. the
most perfectly ftttlng garinenla dcvleed hy lat'-r

metre-mungers. The fact is, therefore, not worth
-eeording here for itaelf, bu: for Its s-lgnliVani e ln
connedlon wlth the wrltlngs of Chauer. It la
clear that the text of the earlier poet ia io be
aubjected to the aame prooeasea whlch oBCe
worked havoc wlth the text of the later. Th-ie
la un .ueatlonably a certaln amount of ¦.ni-tili-
tlon needed in l.ls case aa In that of Shakspeare.
But the golden rule that thla ernendatlon shuild
be conflned to the narrowest poaaihle limlta ia
very reaolutely dlaregarded. It Ib by no means
impoasible. therefore, that for a tlme In place of
the real Chauoer we ahall be pre-enteil wlth an
artlflclal on.*, who \ 111 he unlform In api lllng. ex-

gCtlf rexular In verMIlcation. and absoluteh ln-

' capable of Ihe monBtroalty of uaim a word whi -i.

doea not eorraspond preclaely In bouwI wlth the

one with whli h ll rhymea.
The. preaenl edltl >n la a c inapl' »ua llluatratl m

of this tenden y. lt Ib certflflnly l be rei
thal a Bcholar bo bi ompUahed aa Profeaaor Bkeal
has not only fallen ln wlth It, bul la dlepoeed lo

carry it lo the fartheal extreme. His prevalllng
f.uiit ;is .ni edltor is i aacrlfl ... Cli ucer on the
¦cora of an aBsumed regularlty. To Bupporl hla
vlewa he haa nol the allghteel healtatlon about

b loptlng .ti infertor readlng, or the r ta Ung of an

Infertor manueertpt; or wh-n all manuacrtpl au¬

thorlty falla, h, boldly changea the texl lo eult
h-s -r oncelved vlewa, or al leaai InBlata In a

n ,; 0ughl to be change i. II la Bomewhal
annoylm to Bnd a courae llke thia t..k,*n by a

acholar ln whom one naturally wishes to repoae
impll ll '".¦.»dence. Tet th.* iruth of eaeh "ne of

theae hargea wlll be fully siii.stnntlat.-.i. For
th< .¦ "f making every polnl perfectly clear,
only a few examplra artll be aelected. Mu: thdhe
arill be algnlflcanl onea. and thelr fewneaa wlll

,,-rn.ii all the facta In each cara to ba fully pre.

¦ented. The reader In inaequence wlll ne left

)n a poeltlon 10 deride for himself on Ihe jttfltlcfl
or InjUBtlce of the crltlclam

ln the llmlted Bpace bi roramand, my maln ob-

j.,-t will ba lo ahow h.-w ihis fondneaa for artlfl-
clal regularlty worka harm on the purely literary
¦Ide. The fir«t example wlll be the aubatltutlon
.,f a word by ProfeBaor Bkeal for a word of Chau-
,.,.,. *., ih- "Book of Ihe Ducheea" t * * bero is

portrayed as celebratlng the vlrtui ¦. and lepl irlng
the death of the heroine. In Unea I.M7-40, for II-
luatratlon, he la rapreaented aa xpraaelng hlmaelf
as follows. accordlng lo all the exlatlni orlginal
nuthorities:

Por certea Bhe was. lhai Bwete wyf.
M) aufllaaunre, my lust. my i>f.
Mm han, myn hele, Bnd al my bllase,
M> world-:* welfare and my goddeaee.

u la very notlceable that in each of the ihree
last Unea of thla quotatlon there la a ri guUr
cllmax ta the thought. In the flnal llne ihe rll-
max. as we Bhould expecl in the work of a -tr. al

poet, na. h-s its utmoal hetght. ln it ihe aor-

rowful huaband terraa tbe woman h- haa loved
and l.,st his "goddeea." II la the langiuge f ex-

¦ggeratlon, bul ll is alao the natural language of
ar.l.-nt devotlon.
Now ii is b pei theory of ProfBaaor Bkeal lhal

Chau ei was Incapable of perpetrgttal whal I e

calla a bad rhyme. When auch cur, ihe) are

I elther explalned away on vartoua grounde, or

emended oul <>f exlatenre. In thla Inrtance he

reaortfl to the latter courae. Por omddtAm he Bub-
atitutea Uaar, whlch he deflnea ns "allevlatlon.
¦olace, eomfort." Th-*- are meanlnga Impoaed
upon the word to aull the pontext. rather iban
those Btrirtly belonglng t. It. Maer ordlnaiil)
higniii"-' elth r "raat, peace." or " t* al .¦

" 11 a

ever, lel ua take wlth >ul grumbllng Ihe glfta ihe

edltor provldea. "1 here." h aaya "aubBtltute
/.*..,¦ foi ooddcaat at In Ihe luthorttles. The
blunder is obvloua. Ihatdenm cloga the llne wlth

an extra ayllable, Bnd glv. « ¦ falae rlme bu

as Chaucer never makea." (Vol I., p ttt.)
Chaucer mlghl or mlghl n ¦¦ h. fell Irana-

ported wlth j"> nt belng >ld lhal h« ne. >i

a fais- rhyme. Bul then in be no queatlon n*

to wha; hla feellnga would have been In belng held

reaponalMe ,i au h an xample f pi «a

cllmax as the text ol Profeaooi Bkeat |
por pathoa we have bathoa. There i« ivnalnly
aomethlng .liN-'tini; ln a lovei le Iu ng nf hla
mlatraea thal ahe waa hi- life hli bllaa ,iia wel-
far- In this worl I an I ll .''¦ "'-

mlnatlng polnl f panegyrl, i-\ lertnlng her his

Bllevlatlon The dlt'eralon. 1 .* ver, auch :ia it la,
ls nol due to the p -t. hm l« hla edll o Prol
Bkeal api ilna th- preaen.' g Idesae hj s.-. .-

thai Itam \\ ,- golng >ui of uae and
,1; l i. 'in Iei -t u II v

tut-.i for I' "'"/''. .->'. belng led loubtl,
cbolce ,,f ihi* pai ll. ulai
cloae raaemblan ti.- word a

takea Thei .¦ la on, objc t; ;> Bl leai
Vlew lAam ". ¦' ura aeveral llmea In Chau *

a noun II appeara in llne -.:'" f '¦'. H ..¦

Pame." In llne !« f b .* III
Ci .-¦ le." and In Iii .. S10 Ihe ile. A

g verb It appear. il n lln. M2 ul lh, laal

ple -. lt. t,

the ¦iii-s who have unfllnehlngli nei li
wlth. ul f- Ung Ihe ne eaalt) o| atibstitutli
olher word ln Its |>la

It ia the so-ealled fali ij me, .,

thai leada Profe. Hk< ti th ¦.» impl*
turn noihlt .* inl ''**. Hul an .th,
. n f .! thla alti ratlon la found

...'¦:

run th' I< ¦'! numbei '* I
alngle aj llable la
t,j po, i. u- rty. III ici

y or d, fl. lem mual be a,

to preaerve the perf.
A metho ,.f .1 reetli u- he : >>>... Inlqull
ju*i been furnlahed: now .-ornes .. .imllai

tlon "f b it,- lh of tt- Ung lh< lan In Ihe
"Houae of Pame" o u ihe foll .-. ii t ln<

,\ g, ,d perauaslon,"
QU II, "hli is; anl .'. K

Righl ;.- Ih ai haal pr, red me." .*7: I

Here In verae written In ihe n ayllabl mt

ure la .< llne plalnly ronaiatlng of bul ihre '.

All Ihe authorltlea agree ln Ihe readlng. Bo fai
as ihe evldenee thal has come down can be
trusted, lt ls ihe very readlng lhal came from
ih- author hlmaelf Bul euch ¦ Btate of thlngi
is dlatreaalng t-. an edltor whose belief !*. lhal
Chaucer rould n<.t have siept peacefully if hla
verae wera nol In atrtcteel accordance with the
metrtcal rulea laid down by modern Bcholara for
his guldance. Accordlngly we nnd Ihe Mrs: lln*

Btnended In Profeaaoi Bkeat'a edltlon to read ..

follows:
Quod he "A good perauaalon "

This added "quod he" belonga t.. the pravloua
Bpeech, to whlch the Unea quoted Bbove ara an

anawer. Bul In ihis aame prevloua epeech "quod
he" haa already been employed One appearance
is ampl) aufllcienl foi lt to do all Ihe dut; It
caii- i upon to perfoim. Ita dupllrailon ... c >i ling-
ly is nol only unneceaaary, n la posltlvely offen-
Blve. V< t in order lo force ihe llne ln fonfornt
an Imaglnary model of proaodlcal proprtety,
Chaucer ia made gullty of a pl.f tautelog) .,,r

whlch ;i Bchoolboy ought be aahamed
Now rom th.nalderatlon of an example

.-iiinit whlch Ihera ran be, and perhapa alwaya
will be, dlfferen.f oplnlon, Inaamuch aa Ihe
Interpretallon la one lhal dependa upon indlvld¬
ual taate. lt la only rited hgre becauae ll exem-

pllflea polntedly Ihe praferam whlch Prof.»r
Bkeal exhlblta for a proaalc rendering ot

poetlcal on- if the former has ihe aupport of
arhal he deema ii better rhyme. In Ihla partli-u-
lar Inatance, it is aafe lo aay lhal whlle language
mlghl be ontenl wlth elth r Interpretallon, lltera-
tur..uld be aatlefled wlth bul one ..t them The
reader, however, wlll be furnlahed wlth all Ihe
data needed to enabli hlm to deride for hlmaelf.
In th- "Houm of Pame" Ihe i.t is apeaklng of
ih,- vartoua Borta of mlnatrala ihai were thfong
Ing the palace of the goddem Thera were thoM
thal made loud mualc on ihe bagplpe and the
Bhawm; and othera. ha .' la,

Thai ,-i.-ifi. ly begunne p) pe,
Rothe in doucel and ta re
That b.-n ai featea with the brede

I.iii-s i.:>:'0-22.
This is the t.-xi ;is it la found in Profeaaor

Bkeat'fl adIUon. The j»pellir.g of the last word Is
haseri upon th. form in whi. h it appeara ln lh-
two earty prtnted edltlona and In the Pepya
manueertpt Th« F'airfax manuacrtpt, whlch lne
edltor generally followa haa iti the l..*: ;« Unea
the rhymflfl rUdr and luiih, th- I. ,dl-l fln inanu-

s. rlpt has rirdr nnd tirifrth. Th-re is soni- un-

eertalnty as t,> the exaci meanlng ..f partlcular
BTOrdfl ln the passage .tt.* 1; into thfl insideratlon
of that, however, it is not neceaaary to enter here.
Put there ls [.robahly no one who takes up the
poem f"r the sr.k,- ,,f enjoytng lt as literature,
who has ever formed from Um last llne of this
quotatlon any other CODCqptlOfl than that of a

brldal f.-flst wlth Its a.companlnient <>f rOVOlry
and musl-. It ls exae;|> auitable, bul abovfl nll
lt Is poetlcal. Hurh an Interpretallon, however.
would inter.'ere '-viln ProfflWOT Siuat's theorlc.i

,-. ,. ,*.;;, ,.,-*._ verelflcation, end would make

the latter gullty of one oi lhe moal monetroui
,.,,... .,..-;., m be commltted by a poet, ln hav¬

lng a word repreeentlng the modern Engliah rrre)
rhymlng wlth a word repreeentlng thi modern
Knglish *>..*./<. ConeequenUy heflxedae the prop¬
er form here the word brrir, meanlng 'Toegl
.,,t ¦. This. t be »ure, la nol found eleewhere
l. chaucer, bul occura, aa he tella ua ln other

auth ira "The icribe of II& I'." he writea "turne
hvth Into brldr, regardleee of the rlme."
Had Chau ter been a c ok, the explanatl m Juai

given of the paaaage mlghl I.immended ea ¦

ulngularly heppy one. Bul he li generally eon-

.Idered ¦ poet, »nd on thi whole It eeeme x-

pedlenl to Interprel hlm wlth thal Idee In mind.
Knst beef is undoubtedly ¦ noble and dlgnlfled
artlcle of dlel from th.* cullnary polni of vlew;
but. s.i far as i ,.:n aware, Profeeeor Bkeal hai
been th.- flral lo make it- lUerarj dlitlnctlon
prominent. i em dlapoeed to belleve.I do nol
profeea abeolute eonfldenci that had hrrAt
meant "ham and egge," "veal .-utlet" <u-

"bcefeteak." even Profeeeor Bkeafa metrl-
cal courage h"r..i<- u< it is. would have
fllnched ai Ihe word, and the faith he
manlfeeta i.i his rhyme would have been
shaken. It imiy indeed be the opinlon of aome

that there li ¦ cloee bond of aympathy bettve .1

muslc and roael i>e..f; much rloeer certelnly than
between II and other eolld meata still there are

bul few men p aeeeeed of llterary taate who could
ever be Induced to belleve lhal the Introductlon
of this particular kind of food In this particular
paaaage In hlghly c m luclve to poetlcal eff ...

lt is unavoldable thai this eoncentra tlon of lhe
attention upon lhe rhymee and metre of the
poel ahould operate dletracl h from the due
conelderatlon of the meanlng, or of Ita proper ex-

preaelon. Beveral examplea of thi- inattentlon
could i"- glven. I prefer h-r.-. however, to
one in whlch lhe preaenl edltor has nol been
alone In flndlng ¦ dlfflculty where none exlits,
although he haa 1.n lhe nly one dellbi rately to

-i- :. gftei full examlnatlon, an Inferlor and al-
m.ist impoeetble readlng. it i« Indeed the same

ai that adopted by VPrlght, bul Wrlghl rarely
deltberated, end leemi never to have examlned
anythlng fully In lhe deecrlptlon of the M nk In
the general prologue to the "Cahterbury Talea,"
Ihe followlng llnea give expreailon to the Indlffer-
,.,,, if ihla leelaetlc t.. the rulea of hla order
,-,ii io iu ¦ for Ineaa for out-of-door ipoi -.

II- yaf n 11 of thal texl 1 pulled hi ...

That Belth thal huntera heen pal holy men;
N'.- 1h.1i 1 monk, w han li.- is r .¦. hi
l- lykni d t,l a flah thal li waterleei,
This is t*. -s.-\ 11. ¦ monk oul of h.s cloietre;
Um thilke t. vi hei l he nal worth an n

.Ml ihe aeven lexta prlnted agree eeaentlally i*i

the readlng "f iheee llnea aave thal for
rrrrkrlrra, thal li ,*reckleee," the Harlelan
manuacripl hai rlolntrrlrra. The former
word aeema 10 have trouMed th.* r-otn-

mentatora Tyrwhltl auapected thal lt oughl
An I- ri ineh t, thal is. "a Ithoul rule."
T. n Brink propoeed t read rfrrthon, thal
|a "wlth oi' a reitlng-place, or pla ¦.. ..' retreal
Profe mu .'.¦*- wlth apparenl approval
tl, || m h ,1 tr'a atatemenl lhal re kl---> or ire

\.n ni iaai ll] .1 m nk oul of his
,1.,,._.-.¦ ||e haa, h >wever, ¦ .liff-i-.it remetly of
his own. "The readlng rtnlaterleaa (In MS
ilari 1.' ii- aaya "aolvea the dtfllculty; belng a

coined word I'hauc-. goea nn t" explaln lt."
The dlfll ulty found In thla passag-* |a purely

one * igln .1 u Thi re an be 1 11 el)
ih.* allghteet queatlon lhal rrrrkelfra, whlch haa
f.,r 11 t and m. -' authorlty ln Ita fai r, ij

here l re<t word. and gular aena

f .1. .. |n Iferenl " Il la employe i In a

....m- . w in 'I ...

when 1 apoki f aa "Cu\
|, ,1 .,..-.

" 11- |a Ihere ¦.. :. rm I be¬
ll .... -..:..- 1: Indlfferenl lhe

lah.il . ' i« di iplaj .. 1

ln hl -ervlci \ Ihe -.. ie plthi
.-,. id, ," ao em| .¦ ed, waaial
\- 1 found li H |uoted from

terbur) Talea" contexl Itaelf would
Ith 1 altlve pre -. m Ita meanlng. aa it

* r'ame." t'ham er iheref ire

j. 1 up 11 xplaln what h «*nl
.; eally nu for the ln-

II.

> th< .-.-..

'.... I) an Imputatlon upon
aill 1 upp -. thal he w mld

¦.
.. d*

iui l

have _. Tyrwhll */ho«i
falled ii. 11

MMtn. nt ii| plar-e. p >lnt-
.1 ihi ndaim il

rlniatrrlni ihni If ll had been the true readlng
i.m ¦; lln or

1,,,,.,| hraae h in lhe *- n I llne f..ll wlng II
., _|. ,: aml !..-w im- iniili-i 111 1 ..I

thal the .¦.!.

I(.,. || ..- be| n .'¦ .- ad I waa h iu

rrrrhihf* dld need an explanatlon 01 paraphraee
lf .¦.. feel nbllgi '" account for the preaence of
i,..i, rfrrt ln ll M irlelan or en) other manu-

|n whl h ll ..;¦;- ara. lhe rdin 11

mendlng i< xi **¦¦"¦¦ - aatlafai I irlly here
/,*,...'*/..« wlth its aomewhal unuaual aenee was

gloaaed ai Hoiatrrlrra, and as nol unfrequentl)
happen. I, lhe merglnel word repla ed lhe ..:ig-

itial in lhe texl "f 1 fea manuecr pts
W: ||e othei aamplea mlghl be furnlahed where

lhe meanlng of Ihe poel haa noi recelved auffl-
clenl ronalderatlon, enough have been g:\.-n 10

make elear that ihe lllerarj quality of hla verae

hai been made to luffer, either ln meequence
..f inattentlon 10 It, or perhapi more frequently
us h reeuli nl -a -rlfldng ll lo th.* edll -fn vtewi
..11 language end metre, Por the aak. of aecur-

Ing »'haii er from th.mmleelon of Inelgnlfli inl
mlnor faulti*, if Ihey i>e faulta al all, he is wlll¬
lng 10 niMke hlm reaponelble foi grave onea effect-
i,,_ both tti.nw an I thi ip This

maj be ¦ polni for whlch lhe purel) llnguletlc
¦tudenl mej cere bui llttle lt la, however, a

iM.,'1 i- of s.-i-m.iis Importanee t.. thoae wh.ad
a greal nuthor for whal he aaya and noi m rel)
for Initructlon In leeti of rhyme and metre
I'aluable ih-ee latter undoubtedly ere Bul lo
elevate ihem Into objecta "f lupreme attention
r. i-i.i Injurioualy upon th. man who fall- Int.i
lhe hablt, In this >*aae up mi lhe edltor hlmaelf.
He li nol thinking 1 mu h of th-* thoughta ol hl <

autbor as ...,' his rhvin-.-. an.l whether the) ere

I,, ., ... ird w\ih rteln Ihei nei of hia own; and if

Ihey ere not, how lhe) ari lo 1.xplalned away
or -ui'ti'i'-.i eway, or rectifled ln any manner, no

matter bow mui h lhe expreaalon auffera In conae-

quence Thai ihla dlspoaltion has nol worked
greater herm In lhe preeent mst ince ls due lo the
general excelli n.f Ihe lexl whlch haa c .m.-

down lo ua .if moel ..f Chau er*i productlona
Thai enablea ua In the iraal majorlty ...'' raeea to
,. produce wlth 1 imething llke abeolute rerl ilnt)
lhe llnea "f the poel aa he wrote Ihem. The la< k,

therefore, on the pen .<{ en edltor of lhe fulleel
conelderatlon of tbe ilgnlflcatlon is bui rarely
produ Uve ol Injurtoua <¦ maequem ea

Btlll Injuiioua conaequencea du aometlmei foi-
low. Nor li lhe fa< t tbal ll tenda tn lunneli III i

ary appreclatlon the uni) drawback to thli con-

entratlon of tbe attention upon exactneea "f

rhyme *ud regularlty of verelflcation, it al
times exerte ¦ bannful Influence in matten whl h

concern language alone. Profeaaor Sk.-.n \-* un.

iii r the away of certaln theortea aai malntalni
tnem 111 then extremeal t irm. When they break
down. as ihej wlll occaelonall) pertlei in dolng,
he ls unfelr t" blmeelf and his well-earned r.-im-
tatlon In nol promptly edmtttlng th-* fact .oi

tha contrary, '". aeeke to avoM it*. ecknowledg-
m-;it. .m.i reeorti to varloug devloei 11 hreak its
force, Koi Inetance, be h.s commltted blmeelf
unquallfledly 10 the ggeartlon that Chaucer never

11 aeeonanl rhymea Thr.-- inetancea how¬

ever. ere tound In hla wtltlnga <»f one of theee
be alepoeet by -ii ipplng ihe offemiiiig word and
¦ubetllutlng another In Ita place, In the aecond
rt nbetltutee for the beal word bea; authorlxed
h word found In an Inferlor manuacripl. Bul there
is a place In tbe aecond book of "TroUui and

Crlecyde" (I. *-s"i». where Ihere can be no ouce-

tlon a-. to th- us- of aaaonance. Bptr, "to algh."
rhymea wlth fBdpie and vkpie. Tho authortty
ln favor of thla readlng Ib bo unanlmoua and
iverwhelmlng thal Profeaaor Bkeat does not vent-
ure in the face of it t" change the text. But

he looka longlngly toward a nrord that will make

B perfectly orthodox rhyme. and his f»eling8

Hnd expreaalon ta the notea "lt has been

pomted "ut/' h- ihera mjt* "ihat tfgt la

,,,, a perfeci rhyma lo tBtlBte, wkfte,
bul only an aaaonance. II is diffl.-ult to belleve
Chaucer gullty of this overalght; and hence i

would luggeet, wlth all mibralaalon to the crttlcfl,
thal poaalbly Chaucer wrote flgto." This word.
,,.. -..s on lo explaln. la found In tho "Curww

Mundl," and elgnlflea ln thal work -to bc anx-

loii,." Th-te Ib Bomethlng almost pathetlc in

this proteatatlon of unewervtng loyalty to an

Imposalble falth. One ls remlnded hy it of the

aaylng attributed to Cambronne: "Tm, guard
dies bul it never Burrandera."

In truth, it is ProfeM ir Bkeafa Intenae and un-

reaaonlng partlaanahlp In favor of the vlewa he

haa advocated whlch a; times preventa his con-

cluakma from belng unhealtatlngly adopted or

even his aUtementa of faci a cepted. Ile has

no Intentlon to mlalead. bul his ronvlctlona are so

stmng that th<*>- unconacloualy Influence hla .«-

praMton. Havlng once taken a partlculnr poal¬
tlon, he ahuta his eyea to any further confldera-
tlon of the caae iave what makea for his own

side. Ma hldea from himself and nnturally fr "n

thi ra ."ti.-i leratkma and argumenta that w mld

expoae hia rtewa to douW or denlal. Bttl the flr»t
duty of an edltor or commenUtor ls to aearch
nol onl) for the truth. bul for th.* whole truth.

lf fa. ts mllltate or aeem to mllltate asainst his

.on. lusiotis. he la h mnd t-> state them In all thelr
force and rtilnera How conaUntly Profeaaor
Bkeal ffllla i" 'i thla la partlcularly notlceaWe ln
his dlacuaalon "f tha genulneneaa of th* "Ro-
mance of the Roee." Por the take, however, ..f

llluatratlng thla polnl fully. and of abpwlng thal
the charge of Intense partlaanahlp made agalnat
hlm is nol nnjust. i shall here limlt myaelf to his

treatment of ¦> Blngie polnl of language, imt that
a rruclal one.
On more than one o caalon Profeaaor Skeat has

immltte l hlmaelf to the theory thal Chau -et- not
raraly, bui ,1. b matter of fact never, rhymed a

preterite of a weak verb, whlch ahould and in t

wlth a paai partldple of a verb of the aame con-

Jugatlon; ihai is to s.i>. for IlluatraUon. the pre¬
terite /./'/«. "farad," rould ti"t rhyme with the

.-¦ partldple hrrn, "heard." On this polnl he
i-» very earneat, ln order t" mak- th- poet'a prac-
t.iivfoiin t his rule, he haa had no acruple ln

one partlcular Inatance in followlng the authorlty
,.f a Blngie manuacrtpl of the "Canterbury
t,i. *¦.." -ut of the Mven prtnted, and thal one

Infertor l bi leaal ihr.f the others. Rut In
th, ur-"- .,r hla InveBtlgatlona he has had trtale
in enforclng thta doctrlne, and h.s reaorted al
dlfferent tlmea to dlfTereni meth "ls of removlng
the betaclea that lay In hij path. In tha "Book
,,f the Ducheaa" we meel with this rouplet be-
longlng lo differenl Mntencee:
And went* his w-v. whan he had sayd
Anon thla god of aleep abrayd..Unea IW-t
The followlng almllar couplet is found In tne

li uae ,.f Pame":
Now herkneth, as l have vou aeyd,
What that I mette, or I abrayd.

ln Profeaaor Bkeat'a edltlon of the "Mlnor
Poema" fp. 1211, he appended to th» last paaaage
quoted Ihe followlng footnote: "Orammai re¬

qulrea trtfi, abrrpAt the nme is false" ln this
footnote ""/'/ la d ubtlees an overalght for temtte,
oi' «llll Mlll I"! '(/,.' //'/
There la, f mrae, aomethlng d.vertlng in a

man "f the nlneteenth ... ntury aaaurtng th- great-
.-. irrltei of ihe fourteenth century that h.s

mi i~ bad I- .ui" i' doea nol tit in with

hla. .mi vlewa; still m.r- i-i declaiing that one "f

the gr, it'-t iti.,*i-rs ..' inetre the world has ever

kn wn waa employlng a false rhyme becaum
his edii is th-oiv would auffer a ataggertng blow
if ii ,,iiid i,- regarded as .. true one. It was evl-
,]-iil lhal thi*. WOUld never .1 .. My lh- tlme Pr©.
(-,.-.»,, ikeai had raached the annotattona In the

lato p irl .,f th- work ln queatlon. he ha.l under-
y ,,,.. a h inge of he irl ll- h ol found ont. u he

a ,,. thod .' pi. . rvlng t'ne Integrity ..f

I,.ti ai .. grammatl al vlrtue wlth-
;, ._: ng upon ih- i.ii >a whlch !,.. hlmM .

iM ... up for ia- poet'a guidance 80 on pagea
;.,j .,;, 337 ..t the edltlon the "Mln.r Poema"
we flnd notea whi. h dlre ily contradtcl t!"- foot-

... page ui Th- rlme is orret t." he
wiitea .ci page :'-'T, "berauee obrrfd is a Btrong
verb .' -. doea noi rlme a pp. with a weak
pl ... .,;¦ H sh .md have a ti .ai . It is ., polnl as

.... ,i h ii- i.s ver. pn tl nla:
s ;,,,. ¦.. 01 tit- .¦ .-ai later |. »lnte oul

("Btudlea in Chau r." i',»l 1. i- i"ii thal both
/,..,/./. anl its compound tibrrtntr, though ortg-
Inall) atrong verbe, had, llke ao many othera
gone over it. Chaucer'a tlm- 10 th- weak eonju-
gatton <' ...-. .|i.".-it i\ th- regular preterltn wlth

hlm « >uld i>- an were brrtaif and abrraAe, nol

Im ml anl nlii'i/il Though is usual in hla
H-r volumea, i't .--- t Bkeat makea no rafen
to v. o n.d 11 what waa sai.l was aufllclent '¦'

I, ,1 him in th- preaenl edltlon to quallfy ¦ me

whal his prevloua utterance ln the not- 1 the
ge m th- "Book of ih.* Ducheea" th- poal-

tlvo atatemeni lhal iBibrtyit is a atrong verb re¬

celved n allghl m idlflcatloa "However." he all-.

"brnftdt ias if w*ak» alao occura." Agalnat the

paaaage In the "Houae of Pame." he appenda his

..il note with H.is further dellverance: "Never-
thelera abrmyAt alao appeara as « weak form by
confualon wlth Ufie, tataie, et,*."
A man ignorant of tbe a dual faets would be

IttlgUlarly COnatllUted after readlng the above.
If he dld n ,t inf-r from II that hn tidr and tbffp*U
are regulartj employed by Chaucer as strong

verba, and thal his um of them as w.*,,k verha
waa the exceptbm and nol the rule. Tbal ls eer-

talnl) the natural Interpretatlon of th.* lan-

guage. Th.nalderatlon of the two paaaagea
I., dlapute wlll be here laid asid in determtnlng
the 1.ts pra. tlce What in that ase wlll be the

evldenee ..f Ihe other paaaagea in whlch the««e

worda oeeur? ln Ihe Ilghl ,,f the edltortal utter-

ancra Jub! recorded II may aound aurprtalng, hut

it is nevertheleaa true. thal both hrnnlr and
iihrmih ar- always us-d by ''han.-r as w-ak

verb* .md never aa atrong. Here the evldenee of
rhyme is abaolutel) conc.ualve. The preterite
brrtntr appeara bb 1 Ilnal rhyme Just Bra times

ln th- "Canterburj Talea." nnd in every Inatance
it rhymea wlth .< weak preterite. Th...,- dlapoaed
t,. examlne this polnl for tbemaelvea can flnd the

word in ii-- '.:.'.> <>f th" Man of Uw*a lale; ln llne
HS "f iii- Reeve'a tale; in iin.- MI <>f the Monk'a
lale; in iin- o't* >.f the Prologue to th- Wife ..f

Bath'a tai-. and ln llne .:''.' "f the Prankltn'a tai-.

Kiii the. m.i.. ln the 'Houae of Pame" Itaelf (llne
i.,;.m bmtfdf rhymea wltli th, w-ak preterite
v.w,-. The tranaltion to the weak conlugatlon
ah wa it':'if even ln ihe paat partldple, wh.-n ln
"Anellda and Ardte" (Ime IM) brmpA rhymea
wlth ihe paai partldplea tem) an.i tamtni
Bxactly thla aame Btate of fa.ts is tru.- of all

the rompounda of brt\M>, Includlng, of count, itf

m «l common compound Bkrtfmt, The preter¬
ite of thls verh occurfl as ;i tlnal rhyme three
tlmea In the "Canterbury T.-,i-s"- ln llne 210 ot
the Reeve'a tale, ta llne Itl of the Nun'a Prieat'a

tale, and in Hi"' >.'>|V' "f ,h' ('1",k"s ,rtl,>' ln **e*

Inatance it rhymea witi, another weak preterite.
PUrt hei more. it OT /'"/"/' I* us. d as ii flnal rhyme
four times in "TrOllua an.l rriseyde" (1.721; iv.

1 _l v. 1.244. l.-t'.-» There In every Inatance i: Is

the weak preterite form that Is einplo>-d. and

never the atrong. If 't'le be not enough to esuh-

ii. h the ueage, it r»« bfl added that dower, who

more than hnlf-a-dor.en times nses hk tlnal

rbymefl ihe preterliea ..f brttftt and ,ift»c//i/r, tn-

varlaMy us. s them as verh*. ..f the weak conju-
Katl.m
Such Is th- real condltion ... things. The facts

atated an IndlaputaWe. Profaaaor Bkani was not

IIBI1IBBBIlly bOUnd t<. glve them Iii d.-tall. but he

was bound to know them before making thfl
assertlon he dld aa to nhniidr belng a stroii*
verb, and t" atate the natural Inferenee that
must I.- drawn frotn Chaueer's unlform practhe
Blaewbert. Thls eonvtet^oa waa clcarly forced

later upon his own mlnd. for in the anrotatlone to
tho "r.iiit.'ibiiry Tale?" (vol. v., p. 313) he takcB
up ih, subject agaln. though here aa before hla
language is calculated to mislead. He there says

that Chaucer ls inconsietent ln the use of thi*

verb, and that in his earller poema he haa the

.,11 atrong preterite. but In the "Canterbury
Tales" the weak preterite The examples glven
above-whlch Include all the flnal rhymes-ahow
that this BUtement ls not true of the early
poema. Th- factl given do not, Indeed. make lt

abeolutdy ImpoealMe ln the lines quoted from

ihe HB00k of the Duchess" and Ihe "House of

Pame" tbal gfcvg* was ,,8P(1 aR a 8tr"n* verb-

But thev certalnly rendcr lt grosaly improbable;
BO improbable, In fact. that no one. imless he

bad B thoory to uphold. would thlnk of nvttntaln-

ing surh a posltion; at any ratc. neiiher the

studert nor the general reader ls treated falrly
by the course whlch has been adopted.

T R. LOUNSBURY.

LITERARY NOTES.
The Story of Bessle i.'oatrell" ia the tlt> of Mra.

Humphry Ward's new novel. it ia a tale of Kng-
llsh vlilage life. Serlal publlcatlon wlll precede Ita

appearance In book form.

roung Mr. laagWlU thlnks log-rolllng isn't so bad

-a<- indeed. one mlght reasonably expeet him to

thmk consldertng bta own comfortabie progreaa
along the literary path. "I myself have log-roll*<V
be aaya "i am glad to aay I have dieeeverad men-

tbal la before other people have. and I haven't heen

aahamad to say lt. Tbera la so much praise that is

Injudlctous. you see, thai when one want.. to Intro-

duce Bomethlng really good to ihe puMle. eaa haa tm

,pamk in hyateriea and Italka. uhit l don hold

w'th is one man wriilng Mx d.fferenl oplnlon.

anonymoualy m ati dWferaal papera, gotog off llke
. sln-barralled revolrar." Why. why. doeeal Mr.

ZangwUI glve the name of this revohrlng gent eman

whoae rarsatlUty certalnly deeervaa what al the

llttle bUddlng poets and eaeaylata call "recognltlon 7

\lr l.e Oallleane, another young wrlter who takea

amtable rlewe of prartlee with loge. ¦¦ *°.**
deflance at his crttlca ln t.te title of a work he .a

preparing for th. Pr,ss. This ls a collectlon of hia

newapaper revlewa and erltldema-n coilect.on

whlch he playfully calU "R<*trosp.c:lve Revlewa: A

Literary Log."

Tbe American adltloa af tbe Baglwh "DBOhm*"
as laaued bv Dodd * Mead la, lt must be ecl_aow|.
adged. an Improvemeni upon its origtaaL mucu

intereatlng matter apeelally aildraaaeil to American

readera has been added, anl the form of the maga-

¦tne is partlcularly attractlve. Ita pagea p.easantiy
combtae aews, crttldam, biography and literary ua-

tory, aad it praaalaaa to become a weicome visiior

to readlng people. The American eooductora of the

pertodical wlll have an opportunlty to weed out

paragrapha relatlng to nonentit.es whlch often dia-

flgure th.- Bngllah edlttou. anl H la to ba hoPei that

they wiii Imprave It.
We i.arn from this number that Mr. Arthur sher-

burao Hardy', novel. "f'a.*se Kose." illuslrated by
Mr \ K Sterr.er, is to be one of the holiday b 'OKS

of aext aeaaon. aad that Miss Kathartae ivar-.m

U'.h.Is. the author Of "Metterott Shoemaker. ia

wrltlng a novel of the flral Century Whlch ts to ln-

v.lve the question of I'hr.stianity anl BOClal reform.

Hlgh poetics take fnnny tumbles oc casionally. A

r,M in p-lnt comeg from Venice. on the i.rand

Canal ther» B certaln lordly palaoe now Owaed
t,v Mr Robert Harr-tt llrowning ls regat h <i

wlth peeuliar lnterest hy Knglish and Amerteea
travellera as havlng been assoclat.d wlth hi» fa-
thers fame. It la hard not to grow sentimental as you
¦ im |n ., goadola. hard aol to thlnk flne tblnga of

,h.lebrated poet Hut now see whai prose will

lo Thera ls a kltchen on the flrst floor, In tha tt >nt

< the houae, and us lofty wlndowa ara acraened
only half way ap, Paaa but a few boa: length*
further -,n. and Just a- yott hegin to quote "In a

,; lola." you «ee ov-r the aaabb gUtterlag airay

of p.:s anl pans. a douhle row of shining kettlea
tha: ealla up the whole arotr.i ot a m.lern feaat

But where doea tba poetry of aaa laUon g>"

.The American Coagreee." a hi-:or> of JCafloaal
logtolatloa aad poiitio.,1 eventa, ia comlng from me

Harper pr-sa. Its author ls Mr. 3. W. Moore
Mr Itinel.w-s "I.lff of f«»m.,el J. Tlldnn" wlll sooa

t,.. broughl out by thls bouae

The entlre aeelea ol "Bngllah Men of LetteW" la

to be relaaued t» Macmillan. lCach of the thin»ea

monthl) raluaaea arill contaln three ..f me origtnai

_

._,,.,, ont ruabed Into prtal the other da) arlth the

obeervatton that of all American arritera of llctloa

Hawthorne was ihe only one wbo paaaeaaed »

Mr. Daaa neatly capped thal aweeptng autem at

Thackeray once aaM to blm. U appear". "that h«

thought Cooper a greater genlua than Walter s.-ott.
.md m Immorul atory teller."

.n,,. |, ,,.,.... tn Bngflsh nrtter aaya thal the

gaedee are, ot all Burapean naUone, th.* grearest
¦. ra of bumoroua wrltlnga.'and thal Iba moal pop-

,.i.,r Brltiah author In gwedea - Mr. Jerome K
.i;.,.. ..-.-,,,1 eteoM of thla rtataaaeat would

- ...ii t c intradk ibe Brai

There ia a truihful portrall of Colertdga la one of

Hm lettera of bla pertod receatly dlacorawd m

Blrmlngham. Here II is: "If he is eadted by a re-

mark ln compan.-.. he *lll l-our forth tn an eveivng.

wlthoul tbe leasi apparenl effort. what would far-
,.sh matter for a hundred playa l? pagea); but the

momenl that be la to arrtte. aot from present un-

puUe but from pra-ocdalaed dellberatlen. his pow¬
era fali him. and i belleva that tbera are times when
be ctili nol pon the ommonest note. Ile is ona

of those nimls who, excep: In insplrei moods, can

do nothing"

Mr. Charlea Oodfrey Uetaad is making a aew coi-

lecion of "Breltmana'a Ballada," »hi,h win »o*:i o«

publlshe.l here and in l.mdon.

The ind-fatlnablo Mr.. oilphant ha* arrltten An¬

other novel. whlch Is announced for publlcatlon thia

spnng. She calls It "Two S:ram?e'«."

"Oallia" !. the tit'.e of a story of modern to.-itty
whl.h the traveller In the Carpathlana. Miss Menia

Uurtel Dowle (Mra Moraaaa), la about to publiah.

Tbe recepUoa of M. Alberl sorei at ih» Aeaifmla
I'raii, aise has taken place. and his "eloge" of TatM
is .aiising the mild discusslon always provoked hy
,i thorough. capaMe pleee ef worh arltboni Inaaera.
tlon or ep.gram; though Talne Is not badly h.t off

,,s -,, man of Bcteaee who mw nature with the e>«

Of a palnter. a dlalectlcian who wrote like a poet.

All through h.s dlvouraa M. ioral reraatod a keen
appreciat.on of h.s wbject, aad »hai he had la aay

haa tatrlaalc raluei ymt lt aiual be "ahaail that

the oc-asion revtVOB more tnt-rest ln I ..lne than ta

his eulogtat. M. ioral we know as .,. ******

.rrtter whom the Academy has at last dlsdln-

nhihed Talne must he remembered as a man *h»

dlatlngulabed .he Academy. as the aaaator of a

critlcal method whlch commands increased almlra-

tion a- tlme goes o:i. To l.e sure he preached i

Koapel whi.-h galnte-Beuve preacbad before him, and

as a literary erltle the author Bf ",'auserles" sur-

paaaed, ea the whole. tne man who wrote "De
rintelllgen. e." and the author of one of the mo_t

curloua hlatortea of BagHah literature we have.

Bul Talne gave a new slgniflcance to the "petlta
faits" of whlch he made so much, and he lent such

a ch.irm to his own handllng to them that futura

wr'ters are bound to he tempted Into foMowing hia

lead.
it w..s Mr. Andrew Laag. we bahara. arhe aaaa

that when M. Talne had found oul all he could

about Bngllah watorahed* and oiher matter* ef *ja-
listlcal klWWledga, he was prepared to pass * judg¬
meni upon Shakespeare or Keats. Thls BOUOda BtU,
Imt. a- a matter of fact. Talne often went te the

roota of things in his patlent study of faetB, tn his

recoastntctloa Of a wrlter or a movemeni l» » PW*
ceaa of aceumalatloa not uniike that whieh ma

moeale worker gives you ln his eompleted MJYB-

Btent: and |0a tread upon the basls that he gIVM
,. wlth something of the aame confldence that ina

artlaaa aforeenM tnvites. He makes for Mbrtetgec
judgmeni and a aane. well-ronal.lered method The

,.a. who trlea to cop> hla rhetorlc or hjlBtjto
wlll fali. bui the man who emulatea ^"^J*
exact knowledge. an ardor never "¦~M***
his svmpathetle readera by hla c'-lor and hlII

vic.ty. wlll ground himself well ll MtoWf Bra*
clsm.

_

Rolf BBMrtWlH Wbe Bl ln reallty Pollce tUtX*
trate T,.m Brown. of VlctorU-haa YnftMBB n*»

nov*l wh'.ch he cal'.a "Sph'.nx of Eaglehawk.


